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Introduction to Springfield 
Founded in 1801, Springfield, Ohio, located between Dayton and Columbus in West Central Ohio, is a city with a 
strong heritage and promising future. It is sometimes referred to as the òRose City,ó because it was a large exporter 
of roses between 1872 and 1938 and has been known over the years for its greenhouse industry. Springfield is also 
known as the òCity at the End of the Roadó because it was the last stop on the National Road before federal 
funding ran out for completion. Springfield is also known as the òChampion City,ó where the Champion Reaper ð 
the predecessor of modern farm machinery ð was innovated and manufactured. At the turn of the century it became 
known as the òHome Cityó because of the number of living lodges for members of varying organizations including 
the Masonic Lodge, Knights of Pythias and Odd Fellows. The National Civic League named Springfield an All-
American City in 2004. 

Springfield offers all the amenities of a larger city, with all the comfort and charm of a small town. Our natural 
resources and recreational areas are among the finest in the region, and our architectural heritage is on display 
around every corner. 

Springfield is blessed with many of the same amenities as much larger cities. It is home to a world-class symphony 
orchestra, state-of-the-art performing arts center, a renowned and nationally ranked liberal arts university and a 
historical museum of art. Springfield is one of only two communities in America that can boast both a Frank Lloyd 
Wright-designed home and a Donald Ross-designed golf course. Our natural resources and recreational areas are 
among the finest in the region. Ferncliff Cemetery and Arboretum and Snyder Park are homes to some of the most 
diverse plant and tree species in the area. Springfieldõs central location makes it a natural fit for meetings, group 
tours and motorcoach routes. 

It is an exciting time for Springfield; it is in the midst of an urban renaissance. Development of a technological park, 
the construction of the new Springfield Regional Medical Center, plans of a new downtown central park and newly 
constructed city schools dominate news headlines. Like many other manufacturing-based economies, Springfield 
experienced an economic and cultural downturn as the 20th century came to a close. Unlike many of those cities, 
however, Springfield has reinvented itself as a technology sector leader, a center for arts and culture, and a haven for 
families seeking affordable housing with a strong sense of community.   

For an overview of the task forces in place to carry Springfield along this renovation in spirit, please refer to the 
Greater Springfield Moving Forward handouts located in the digital notebook under the folder òGreater Springfield 
Moving Forward.ó 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Municipal Information  2011 
Population:  60,608 

City Website: http://www.ci.springfield.oh.us/ 

City Contact Name: Chris Moore 

AIB Committee Chair Contact: Melanie Wilt, Wilt Public Relations 

Town Area in Square Miles: 25.37  

Miles of Streets: 307  

Acres of Active Recreation: 851   

Acres of Passive Recreation: 427  

Percent of Area Zoned Business: 30%  

Percent of Area Zoned Residential: 70% 

Is there a Chamber of Commerce? Yes. The website is http://chamber.greaterspringfield.com 

Is there a Convention & Visitors Bureau? Yes. The website is http://www.visitspringfieldohio.com 

Number of Schools: 25 schools in 6 districts 

List of Civic Organizations: 

¶ Interfaith Hospitality Network 

¶ 4-H 

¶ Clark County Waste Management District 

¶ Springfield Kiwanis 

¶ Springfield Rotary 

¶ Council of Neighborhood Associations 

¶ Turner Foundation 

¶ Springfield Foundation 

¶ Womenõs Town Club 

¶ The City of Springfield 

¶ Opportunities Industrialization Center 

¶ Master Gardeners, OSU Horticultural Clark 
County Extension 

¶ Girl Scouts of America 

¶ Boy Scouts of America 

¶ Rocking Horse Center 

¶ Springfield Preservation Alliance  

¶  Greater Springfield Friends of Trails 

¶ Friends of Snyder Park 

¶ Hollandia Botanical Garden 

¶ National Trail Parks and Recreation 

¶ Community Beautification Committee 

¶ Council of Neighborhood Associations 

¶ Keep Clark County Beautiful 

¶ Project Jericho 

¶ The Nehemiah Foundation 

¶ Springfield Arts Council 

¶ Springfield Symphony Orchestra 

¶ Aspire P-16 

¶ WellSpring 



 

¶ Leadership Clark County 

¶ Clark County Parks District 

¶ POWER, Wittenberg University 
Environmental Group 

 

Number of Municipal Employees: 589 Full-time, 19 Part-time 

Services Provided by Municipal Government: Police and Fire protection, water treatment, waste water 
treatment, traffic control, street maintenance, forestry, maintain city's fleet of vehicles, zoning and planning, 
engineering for capital projects, assisting in economic development, building inspections and code enforcement. 

Number of Volunteers: 25+  

Do You Have a Volunteer Coordinator?  Not for the city 

What Volunteer Opportunities are Promoted for Civic Improvement:  Council of Neighborhood Associations 
(CONA), Keep Clark County Beautiful, Adopt-A-Highway, Earth Day Clean Up, 4-H (This organization was 
founded in Clark County by A.B. Graham.), Arbor Day, Tree planting by Soil and Water Conservation District, 
Master Gardeners of Clark County, Adopt-a-Bed at the Clark County Fair.  

List positive things that have taken place because of your participation in America in Bloom: 

- Positive media portrayals about Springfield 

- Constructive collaboration between various entities 

- Improved downtown tidiness 

- Community and business engagement has increased  

- Investment in landscape and tidiness programs 

- Wildflower plantings throughout the city 

- Increased volunteerism 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

TIDINESS  
 
Municipal Sector 
 
Adopt-A-Bed 
From February through September of each year, groups and 
organizations adopt flowerbed locations throughout the city. The 
flowerbeds are judged based on a variety of factors. In September, 
awards are presented to winning groups. This competition makes 
landscaping efforts more fun for local residents.  
 
Adopt-A-Road 
This program is organized by the Clark County Waste Department and allows local groups and organizations to 
adopt a two-mile section of road to keep free of litter. The groups must clean their adopted road at least four times 
a year. In addition to cleaning the roadways, these groups are saving taxpayer dollars. The money saved is then 
spent on other community beautification projects. As a reward for acknowledging participants, a green sign is 
placed on the road indicating the roadõs adoption. Along with this program, Springfield participated in The Ohio 
Great American State Roadway Cleanup and Beautification initiative on March 26 and 27, 2010.  
 
Graffiti Wagon 
The Clark County Waste Management Departmentõs Keep America Beautiful program is focusing on removing 
graffiti from Springfield properties. With the help of Clark County Juvenile Court, The Springfield Foundation and 
The City of Springfield, the Graffiti Removal Unit is traveling the city streets removing large areas of graffiti. This 
has been well-received by the business community due to graffitiõs negative economic impact.  
 
Great American Cleanup 
Spring marks the beginning of the Great America Cleanup in Clark County. Clark County Waste Management 
Districtõs Keep Clark County Beautiful sponsors the cleanup from February 24 - May 21. In 2010, volunteers who 
participated in the program were eligible for a free one-day pass to any Walt Disney park. This clean up encourages 
community members to lend a hand in cleaning up local parks, playgrounds, roadsides, waterways and more.  
 
Greater Springfield Friends of the Trails 
This organization was formed out of an interest in the Little Miami Trail Bike Path. The trail that runs through 
Springfield has not historically had a great reputation among riders. The Friends of the Trail strive to remove littler, 
glass, graffiti and overgrown plants in the short-term. In the future, they would like to move the path off the road to 
a more covered location. 

 
OIC Cleanup 
As part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 initial 
Workforce Reinvestment Act stimulus allocations, Opportunities for 
Individual Change (OIC) received over $624,000 to use for a summer 
jobs program for local Springfield youth.  The funds were used to 
landscape Hayward Middle School and improvements at Snyder Park 
including lagoon clean up and Boat House repairs.  
 
Waterway Cleanups 
Between May and September, Springfield residents take part in cleaning 

up the banks of local waterways. The Clark County Waste Department supplies waders, nets, litter grabbers, trash 
bags and other tools to groups of volunteers willing to pick up litter from the riverbanks. 



 

Commercial Sector 
 
Mercy REACH Cigarette Butt Cleanup 
Each year, to celebrate National Kick Butts Day, Mercy Hospital pairs 
up with local organizations from middle schools and high schools. 
They devote a day to walk around Snyder Park and collect cigarette 
litter. They have taken part in this for the past three years. In order to 
show the public the problems of tobacco litter in the area, they created 
an information display of the collected waste. 

 
Private Properties/Citizens 
 
Private Residences 
As we will see on our tour of Springfield, there are many residents who take pride in the tidiness and maintenance 
of their yards and outside condition of their homes. The Community Beautification Awards program recognizes 
residents who do an exceptional job maintaining their homes and gardens in landscaping, floral displays and 
tidiness. While this section of the profile features this yearõs recepients thus far, the Additional Information 
document in the digital notebook includes previous yearsõ winners that continue to plant pride in the community on 
their properties. 
 

¶ 806 South Fountain were the first winners in the 2011 Home of the Week 
Award.  Basil and Claudia Fett feature unique and colorful plantings in the 
yard of their historic home with special labels in the flower beds.  
 
 
 

¶ 814 Tanglewood received a 2011 Home of the Week Award for 
excellence in landscaping and tidiness efforts. Jim and Lisa Maxwellõs 
property includes a stone wall entry and a wide array of vibrant floral 
arrangements  

 

 

¶ 519 South Limestone won a Community Beautification Home of the 
Week Award this year for its immaculate appearance and reputation of 
historic and award-winning prestige. Among the cavalcade of colors 
and species of plantings in the backyard of Rick Benning and David 
McDargh resides a spectacular Atlas Fir. Their property also features a 
sunken garden, waterfall, pool and various level patios. 

 
 

¶ 624 Snowhill brought in a 2011 Home of the Week Award to 
Elmore and Janet Casto for their landscaping and tidiness work around 
their property. The Castos have participated in CBCõs home beautification 
program since 1999, continually drawing in awards and recognition for 
their attention to floral detail and displays. 

 

 



 

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS  
 
Municipal Sector 
 
Eco-Sports Corridor and Buck Creek Cleanup 
Buck Creek is undergoing a transformation into a recreational facility, named the Eco-
Sports Corridor, for kayakers and other water sport enthusiasts. John and Kevin Loftis 
are heading up the initiative to turn the stretch of Buck Creek that runs through 
Springfield into a recreational sports corridor, providing a wide range of activities on 
the water. There has been a lot of work already completed, with a variety of 
organizations and community members lending a hand. The hope of the Loftis 
brothers is to bring a more natural environment into the urban downtown. 
 
At the end of last year, the Cardinal Award was presented to the Friends of the Buck 
Creek Recreation Corridor by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources.  This award 
honors the individuals and organizations involved with the project, which promotes 
the educated use and protection of Buck Creek. 
 
Along with the construction that must take place, Wittenberg students are pairing up with Dr. John Ritter, professor 
of geology, in hopes to restore the creek to a more natural state, which was altered from the previous dams. Ritter 
and students have been conducting tests in order to determine the creekõs habitat quality. They will be monitoring 
the health of the waterway during and after the project is completed using state-of-the-art equipment, including 
water quality monitoring stations, a stream gauge station and a weather station. With the help of the University and 
community volunteers and donors, this project has been possible. 

 
Great American Cleanup (GAC) 
Every year, Keep Clark County Beautiful sponsors programs to address litter 
and beautification. The Great America Cleanup is a program that takes place 
in the spring which encourages organizations to get involved in picking up 
litter in the community.  In 2010, 1,114 volunteers picked up 1,834 bags of 
litter and the PRIDE program cleaned 213 dump sites, collected 44 tons of 
debris and 172 bags of litter from local roads with 1,017 bags from ODOT 
highways.  Litter receptacles collected 50 bags along the Memorial Day Parade 
route and through the Adopt a Road program, another 168 bags were 
collected.  

 
Rain Garden 
Clark County Master Gardener volunteers worked with the city of Springfield 
utilities division, Clark County Soil and Water Conservation District and 
National Trails Parks and Recreation to develop a rain garden on the corner of 
Parkwood Avenue and Southern Parkway.  This section of street is in an area 
where water run-off was difficult to manage in heavy storms, with periodic 
flooding presenting a recurring problem.   
 
The garden was designed to allow the collection of all of the flowing water to 
avoid pooling in the intersection and the formation of ice in the winter.  
Volunteers served as resource experts on the design and selection of plants as well as volunteer labor to install the 
garden.  This garden and others like it serve as a natural solution for the storm water run-off that raises the cost of 

sewer utility fees of residents. 



 

 
Plans are to implement additional rain gardens in the city to help meet the EPA standards for storm water runoff as 
resources become available.  MGVs also provided a fact sheet on maintenance of these rain gardens in order to 
keep them tidy and in good condition, serving their purpose for years to come. 
 
Recycling in Springfield 
The Clark County Waste Management District has many recycling stations throughout Springfield. The program 
holds special workshops on recycling topics such as composting (see insert flyer for details). There are two drop off 
stations for plastic, paper, metal and glass, as well as a Specialty Recycling center where items such as latex paint, 
tires, and electronics can be disposed of properly.  On November 20, 2010, the specialty recycling center took part 
in America Recycles Day by promoting its tire collecting services and collecting over 33 tons of tires.  
 
 In 2010, the three recycling stations for residential use recycled 176 tons of paper, 98 tons of cardboard, 153 tons 
of plastic, metal and glass, and 38 tons of electronics. 
 

Commercial Sector 
 
Bushnell Building 
A landmark of downtown, the Bushnell Building is undergoing renovations to 
create 75,000 square feet of LEED-certified Smart Office space. The work is 
being funded by a grant from the Ohio Department of Development and a 
matching private investment from building owner Jim Lagos. The grant requires 
the space to comply with standards for environmentally sustainable construction 
as outlined by the U.S. Green Building Council. Currently, the Bushnell Building is 
under review for Platinum LEED certification, the highest LEED-certification 
possible. Such an award would make it the only building of such ranking in Ohio 
and one of five in the entire nation. This certification comes from evaluation in 
such areas as water efficiency, energy & atmosphere, and indoor environmental 
quality. 
 
Composting - C&S Tree Waste 
C & S Tree Service & Recycling center is a locally owned Springfield company that helps beautify Springfield by 
clearing debris, tree removal and storm clean-up at no cost to Springfield residents.  C&S Tree Waste then uses the 
debris to create mulch that is used throughout the community. The mulch is sold and donated to various schools, 
sports teams and organizations.  
 
Large Business Recycling 
The Clark County Waste Management District now offers a free waste reduction program for larger businesses and 
institutions in Clark County. The district hired a professional consultant to perform confidential waste audits to 
review waste management practices and offer suggestions on how to reduce, reuse and recycle waste.   

 
Small Business Recycling 
Through the Clark County Waste Management District, smaller businesses can reduce their trash 
volume by participating in the Business Recycling Cooperative. This program can help reduce 
paper waste and save on solid waste disposal costs. Participating members agree to recycle paper, 
newspaper, magazines and cardboard, educate staff members and maintenance personnel about 
collect policies, collect recyclables in a manner indicated by the District, transport and properly 
deposit recyclables, and monitor and report statistics to the district. In return, the district assists 
the businesses with education and provide access to recycling stations.  

 



 

 
Private Properties/Citizens 
 
Wittenberg University Energy Consumption Plan  
On April 22, 2010, Wittenberg University adopted a new energy 
consumption plan which implements policies to reduce unnecessary 
use of resources and strives to make the campus more sustainable and 
eco-friendly.  Highlights of this plan include a 20% reduction in 
electricity use by 2020 as well as use metering of individual buildings 
across campus to measure consumption changes and strive for further 
initiatives.  As part of this plan, the newly renovated Blair Hall is 
LEED-certified to start this trend. Wittenberg has also begun the renovation plans of their boiler plant.  After 
receiving funding from the Ohio American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation Block Grant Program, the university will replace its 40-year-old steam plant with a new high-
efficiency, dual-fueled steam generation plant.  The installation of this new technology will not affect the historic 
integrity of the building itself, which was constructed in the 1920s.  Energy savings are estimated around 19% 
annually, with annual cost savings around $105,479. 
 
Wittenbergõs Environmental Group - PoWER. 
Wittenbergõs environmental group PoWER (Parliament of the Wittenberg Environmental Revolution) has worked 
on various projects throughout the past three years, striving to bring environmental awareness to the campus 
community. In the past two years, the organization has introduced the campusõ first EcoHouse with sustainability-
committed student residents and initiated a single-stream recycling system on campus with containers that hold any 
recyclable material.  Within the first few months of the program, the organizationõs campus-wide recycling effort 
collected more than 10 tons of materials throughout campus. More details on PoWER and the Eco-House can be 
found in the òAdditional Informationó document located in the Supplemental Materials folder of the digital 
notebook. 
 
Environmental Workshops 
Residents in Springfield have become more aware of sustainability practices and green efforts in the last few years.  
The City of Springfield and the Waste Management District work to provide home owners with valuable workshops 
that seek to educate and equip community members with the resources they need in order to improve the overall 
environmental effort in Springfield.  Through these free workshop classes such as Waste Reduction 101: 
Introduction to Composting, residents learn how to reduce, reuse and recycle their household goods and practices 
so that they can play their individual parts in making Springfield a more green city. 
 
Envisioning a Greener Springfield Fair 
On April 30, 2011, the City of Springfield partnered with Wittenberg University to put on a sustainability and 
environmentalism fair at the Courtyard Marriott in downtown Springfield.  Residents from around the city came out 
to receive information about energy efficiency and conservation products and how they can save money with them 
while helping the environment. In addition, the first 400 visitors received either a free programmable thermostat or 
a 4-pack of energy efficient light bulbs; two energy-efficient washer and dryer sets were also raffled off at the end of 
the event. 
 
Private Residents 
In utilizing the resources provided to them by the city and taking on their own initiatives, several residents around 
Springfield have made their properties more energy-efficient and eco-friendly by implementing their own projects 
such as alternative power sources and personal rain gardens. For example, Anthony Hays of 2123 Columbus 
Avenue created his own unique watering system. He takes advantage of the rainwater by gathering it in a trough and 

using it for sprinkling his flowers and irrigating his lawn.  



 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT  
 
Municipal Sector 
 

Catholic Central Community Service Fulfillment 
Within the Catholic Central School District, students in the junior and 
senior high schools are required to take part in community service. 
During the 2009-2010 school year, students in grades 7-12 volunteered 
over 11,000 hours of service for over 70 nonprofit organizations and 
individuals within the community, which included community clean-up, 
heritage, landscape and beautification projects.  
 
Every spring, Catholic Central picks a date for their annual service day. 
The students and faculty work throughout Springfield rain or shine, 
completing various community service projects.  Students work with Springfield organizations such as The 
Childrenõs Rescue Center, Interfaith Hospitality Network, Public School Outreach Teen Center and the American 
Cancer Society.  
 

Community Beautification Committee (CBC) 
For over 45 years, the Community Beautification Committee (CBC) has honored Springfield 
residents for their beautification efforts. We are proud the local beautification program has 
lasted for so many years, thanks to the support and encouragement of our City 
Commissioners and City Staff. The CBC mission is to carry out various programs to enhance 
the natural beauty of the City of Springfield.   
 

In the 45-year history of our CBC approximately 2,500 different homes have been awarded a 
first year plaque, with many of these homes receiving subsequent numeral awards for many years. In addition, the 
CBC has recognized nearly 300 different non-entry properties such as office buildings, businesses, industry and 
churches. The CBC has also recognized numerous individuals or civic groups who have assisted with the CBC 
beautification programs or carried out their own projects that helped the CBC fulfill its mission over the years. The 
CBC endeavors to work closely with any and all community groups toward their various efforts to enhance the 
beauty of this area. 
 
CBC activities include city Adopt-A-Beds, Home Beautification Contest, Homes of the Week, Home of the Year, 
Business Awards, Business of the Year, Memorial Trees, Street of the Year and other efforts. Some past efforts 
included the Esplanade Fountain Project, City Seal Contest, anti-litter projects, trashcan art contests and free 
educational seminars. 
 
Lincoln Promise Neighborhood 
Springfield Promise Neighborhood is a local collaborative, neighborhood-based effort to ensure the academic and 
social success of Springfield and Clark County students. The approach focuses on children and doing whatever it 
takes to help them finish high school and be prepared either to get a good job or succeed in post-secondary 
education. The Springfield Promise Neighborhood Coordinating Committee, which is made up of Springfield 
residents and leaders, established the Lincoln neighborhood as the pilot location for the SPN initiative.  The 
Lincoln neighborhood is described here as the attendance zone for Lincoln Elementary, which is the focal point of 
the SPN initiative. The neighborhood sits on the southeast side of the city and is home to 4,567 residents. The 
neighborhood covers nearly 100 city blocks, a large area but one with geographic boundaries defined and compact 
enough to envision a transformation in local identity. 

 



 

 
 
Cultivating Neighborhoods 
Cultivating Neighborhoods implements a comprehensive landscaping program on approximately 25-30 contiguous 
properties to achieve a critical mass of improvement and to visibly impact the curb appeal of a selected 
neighborhood.  Every year the group continues to work in the designated areas composed of a diverse low-income 
resident base, including African Americans, Hispanics, and middle class residents who work hard to make their 
community a better place to live.  Neighborhoods usually have a strong organized association of residents already in 
place with which NHP works alongside to facilitate the project.  
 
Significant community benefits flowing from Cultivating Neighborhoods include: 

¶ Increasing housing value and marketability for home owners 

¶ Raising awareness of the positive aspects of inner city neighborhoods 

¶ Showcasing partnerships of the corporations, local businesses, community groups, neighborhoods and 
government 

¶ Providing community service opportunities for students and community members 

¶ Combining resources from diverse community groups and businesses to create a strong impact on a 
targeted neighborhood 

¶ Creating a spirit of community, fun and sense of pride working together for a common goal 

¶ Creating a ripple effect out into the surrounding neighborhood, encouraging other neighbors to improve 
their properties 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Before Cultivating Neighborhoods                         After Cultivating Neighborhoods 
 
Keep Clark County Beautiful 
This local Keep America Beautiful Program strives to engage Clark County 
residents to take pride, ownership and responsibility for enhancing their 
communityõs environment. The programs, which focus on litter prevention, waste 
reduction and beautification, help to highlight the value the community and 
putting waste in its proper place. They put together programs such as Adopt-A-
Road, Adopt-A-Bed, waterway cleanup and the Graffiti Wagon.  
 
Neighborhood Housing Partnership of Greater Springfield, Inc. 
Neighborhood Housing Partnership of Greater Springfield, Inc. (NHP) is a 501 © (3) private nonprofit created to 
address deteriorating housing stock, increase home ownership, and revitalize neighborhoods.  Primary activities 
include lending, education and home repair programs.  
 
In June 2003, NHP implemented the first Cultivating Neighborhoods project, re-landscaping 21 contiguous front yards 
in one of our targeted neighborhoods.  In 2004, with generous help from the Wal-Mart Foundation, NHP re-
landscaped 31 front yards along historic South Fountain Avenue in Springfield.  In 2005, 35 homes were 
transformed on one day, our 2006 neighborhood re-landscaped 40 yards and completed 25 yards in the Wittenberg 



 

Circle in 2007 for a total of 120 yards since the inception of our annual Cultivating Neighborhoods community 
sponsored program. 

 
Commercial Sector 
 

Assurant Group and Southern Gateway 
The Assurant Group provided funding for the revitalization of the 
Southern Gateway. The project entails re-landscaping South Limestone 
Street from Interstate 70, north toward Selma Road. When the project is 
completed, a continuous hedge will border the street surrounding parking 
lots. Trees will be planted every 40 feet. This project is necessary to 
improve not only the business corridor, but the entire neighborhood. 

 
Private Properties/Citizens 
 

New Lagonda Park 
This past October, residents of a local Springfield neighborhood on the east side of 
town came together with the Clark County Waste Management District and Keep 
Clark County Beautiful to renovate an unused triangular plot of grass into a 
neighborhood playground and park.  Workers replaced basketball hoops, planted 
trees and flowers, mulched around the playground equipment and built a shelter 
house and picnic tables. Volunteers and over 100 residents celebrated with a 
cookout and community litter pick-up. The park will get another sprucing up this 
fall from the community and will have a sign dedication.  The New Lagonda Park 

illustrates that even in Springfieldõs economically struggling sectors there is progress and community pride. 
 
Friends of Snyder Park 
Friends of Snyder Park is an organization formed out of the Snyder Park steering committee of the Springfield 
Preservation Alliance. The efforts of the group are to develop support in preserving and recovering some of the 
important assets of Snyder Park. Their immediate efforts may include fundraising to assist in restoring the Western 
Avenue gateway into the Park.  Along with this and similar restoration goals, the organization aims at waterway 
clean-up and maintenance, security enhancements and roadway repair and maintenance. 
 
Greater Springfield Friends of the Trails 
This organization was formed out of an interest in the Little Miami Trail Bike Path. The trail that runs through 
Springfield has not historically had a great reputation among riders. The Friends of the Trail strive to remove littler, 
glass, graffiti and overgrown plants in the short-term. In the future, they would like to move the path off the road to 
a more covered location. 

Springfield Kiwanis 
The Kiwanis Chapter of Springfield is helping with local efforts to encourage community involvement. Although 
the primary focus is on youth-related projects, the Springfield chapter is responsible for many community programs 
with a committee devoted to the agriculture and conservation sector of community service. They also help in the 
beautification efforts of Springfield, including by adopting flowerbeds such as the one pictured on the right.  
 
Wittenberg University-Community Service Requirement 
Wittenbergõs commitment to service is anchored in its Lutheran heritage and the values of service and compassion 
that continue to drive the university and speak to the need to have students devote time and effort in service to 
others. The Wittenberg curriculum requires that all students complete a course that requires 27 hours of service and 

3 hours of reflection in order to graduate. 



 

 

In past years, students have served at the Glen Helen Ecology Institute and the 
Clark County Community Habitat for Humanityõs community garden project on 
Grand Avenue South.  Participants painted fences, put together an Arbor for the 
garden and restored a wigwam.   
 
This year, the 10th anniversary of Celebrate Service Day finds the Wittenberg 
Community Service office partnering with Springfield In Full Bloom to help 
complete community beautification projects.  Specifically, more than 40 students 
along with Master Gardeners and other representatives from throughout the city 

helped to clean up Center City and South Gateway garden beds of weeds and litter.  Additional projects included 
mulching at Courtyard Springfield Downtown hotel and upkeep at Elderly United and the Heritage Center. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

HERITAGE  
 
Municipal and Public Properties 
 
4-H  Pocket Park 
A.B. Graham, the superintendent of the Springfield Township Rural schools, 
established the Boys and Girls Agricultural Experiment Club on January 15, 1902. 
The first meeting was held in the basement of the old Clark County Courthouse. A 
few years later, the organization changed its name to the 4-H club. The 4-H Pocket 
Park marks the place where students first met. The park, tucked next to the old 
county courthouse, contains life-size statues of Graham and two club members. 
The statues are joined by four 14-foot-tall metal Hs representing Head, Heart, 
Hands and Health from the 4-H Pledge, as well as plaque displaying the pledge. 
 
Clark County Heritage Center 
Originally built in 1890 for city offices and for use as a farmerõs market, the Heritage Center, located in downtown 
Springfield, has been renovated into a museum that features the history of Springfield as a leader in innovation. The 
museum includes unique local exhibits such as: The National Road Gallery, the Opening of Ohio, and Agriculture 
and Industry 
 
Covenant Presbyterian Church 
Covenant Presbyterian Church has been a part of the Springfield community, in one form or another, since 1815.  It 
began as a òhouse meetingó with a Presbyterian minister, meeting one Sunday every four weeks.  It became First 

Presbyterian Church in 1829 and in 1919 was renamed Covenant 
Presbyterian Church.  George E. Savage of Philadelphia designed this 
òtowering pileó of Indiana limestone with the main unit of the Gothic 
structure taking the form of a cross.  The church features a landmark 120-
foot tower and stunning stained glass depicting biblical scenes, with 
highlights such as the Winger Memorial window and the Rose Window.  All 
windows have been patterned after those in Old World cathedrals, using 
grisaille glass.  The cornerstone of First Presbyterian Church became the 
cornerstone of Covenant and was put in place on June 3, 1926. 

 
Over the years, land was acquired for parking, and a new entrance and elevator were added on the north side of the 
building to make it handicap accessible.  Currently, the stained glass windows are beginning to show signs of 
damage, and the church has begun the incredibly expensive restoration of this treasure. 
 
Elgar Weaver Observatory 
Wittenberg University is home to the Elgar Weaver Observatory, constructed in 1931. During the early years, the 
observatory was used by researchers from Wright Patterson Air Force Base along with students from Wittenberg. 
Today it is primarily used for astronomy classes and studentsõ stargazing enjoyment. The 22õ copper dome that sits 
upon the roof is the observatoryõs most highlighted feature. Beneath the dome is the main observational instrument, 
a 10 inch refractor. This instrument was installed into the observatory in 1931 and was cast by Carl Lundin Co. 
There is much effort placed on the preservation of the vintage telescope; however, there is also a need to restore 
and modernize the equipment.   
 
Ferncliff Cemetery 
Founded in 1863, Ferncliff Cemetery is situated on 70 acres of flowering trees and blooming shrubs that accent the 

gentle contours of the acreage. There are a lot of historic figures buried on the grounds including 



 

Broadwell Chinn, the first African America to graduate from Springfield High School and Wittenberg University, 
Asa Bushnell, entrepreneur and Governor of Ohio, and J. Warren Keifer, past Speaker of the House. The beautiful 
landscape invites community members to visit and explore the beauty of nature. The arboretum contains over 50 
species of trees including unique species such as Yellowwood, White Fringetree and Black Tupelo. New trees are 
planted annually to continue to expand the beauty of this landmark.  
 
Fire Station- Johnny Lytle/S. Fountain Restoration 
Fire House #9 at 17 Johnny Lytle Street (formerly State Street) was designed by prominent local architect William 
F. Miller in the first decade of the twentieth century. Finished in 1909, the station was originally configured for 
horse drawn fire wagons, with a stable located in the rear for these purposes: some of these original features are still 
visible today.  
 
In February 2006, local businesses were approached to assist in the renovation of this building to make it an active 
police community center. Renovations began in early 2007; after 2 years of construction, the Springfield Police 
Community Center opened October 13, 2009.  Modern conveniences make for a comfortable classroom/learning 
center environment while maintaining the buildingõs historical integrity. 
 
Frank Lloyd Wrightõs Westcott House 
Designed by world-renowned architect Frank Lloyd Wright in 1908, the 
Westcott House is an architectural gem of Springfield.  Burton J. 
Westcott, a significant automobile manufacturer and prominent 
Springfield citizen, commissioned Frank Lloyd Wright to design the 
family home. The house was built during Wrightõs Prairie School period 
and extends from the architecture of the house to the importance of the 
landscape elements. Through the Frank Lloyd Wright Building 
Conservancy and The Westcott House Foundation, it has been restored 
and rediscovered as an example of Wrightõs Prairie legacy by 
undergoing a $5.3 million restoration during the past few years. 
 
Madonna of the Trail  
The National Society of Daughters of the American Revolution created this memorial to commemorate the pioneer 
mothers of the covered wagon days. This statue is a series of 12 monuments that depict the spirit of the pioneer 
women in the United States. A statue is placed in each of the 12 states that the National Old Trails Road passed 
through. The Springfield statue was the first of the 12 to be dedicated, July 4, 1928. The statue will be moved to 
National Road Commons in downtown Springfield and rededicated in the summer of 2011. 
 
Sculptures 
Recently, Springfield has introduced some new neighbors to the city in the form of commissioned sculptures. A 
statue of Harry Toulmin, the Springfield lawyer who managed Orville and Wilbur Wrightõs òflying machineó patent 
is situated on Main Street, across from the Bushnell Building.  O.S. Kelly, a major local financier, helped Springfield 
become a major industrialist in the late 1800s, has a new memorial statue downtown, in the Esplanade.  Lastly, 
George Rogers Clark, a key frontiersman during the Revolutionary War, is also recognized in downtown Springfield. 

 
Commercial Sector 
 

Bushnell Building 
Constructed in 1903 and listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the Bushnell Building was originally built 
for offices for downtown businesses. Harry L. Toulmin, patent attorney for the Wright Brothers, used the Bushnell 
Building for his primary office. Currently the building is undergoing a $10 million renovation, which will create 
75,000 square feet of Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certified Smart Office space. The 



 

building is named after former Ohio governor and Springfield-native, Asa Bushnell. 
 
News-Sun Building ð 202 North Limestone Street, Springfield, Ohio 
Schultze and Weaver, the celebrated architects of who designed the famed Waldorf-Astoria Hotel (1931) in New 
York City also designed the Springfield News-Sun Building in the late 1920s. The building, designed in the Italian 
Renaissance Revival in style, is a two story, gray brick and Indiana Limestone structure.  

 
Private Properties/Citizens 
 
Hartman Rock Garden 
The Hartman Rock Garden is very unique to Springfield. From 1932 until 1944, Harry 
òBenó Hartman, created a rock garden that includes over 250,000 individual stones. 
Constructing various miniature scenes and sculptures, Hartman strived to reflect a mix 
of history, religion and depression-era pop culture through his one-of-a-kind artwork.  
The family is working on preserving the site to allow future generations to enjoy the 
garden. Their property is located at 1905 Russell Avenue. 
 
Preservation Alliance 
The Preservation Alliance of Springfield strives to recognize, preserve and revitalize the architectural and cultural 
heritage of Springfield. Each year they select five properties that are in need of help. They research and clean up the 
property in order to save and restore it. The alliance also conducts a summer walking tour series. An alliance 
member guides members of the community around the historic districts, while they learn about the historical and 
architectural heritage of the city.  
 
South Fountain Historic District and Millionai reõs Row 

The South Fountain housing district, located just south of downtown Springfield, 
features a great concentration of high-style late 19th and early 20th century homes. This 
year, This Old House chose the district as a feature in the Midwest categoryõs Best Old 
House Neighborhoods.  The area reflects the prosperity of the industrial and business 
leaders who once lived in the neighborhood, as it features Victorian-era and a few 
Prairie-style homes. The area has created the South Fountain Preservation, Inc., which 
strives to preserve, restore and transform the historic district into a vibrant, attractive 
and diverse neighborhood. A similar location of historical residencies is Millionaireõs 
Row, which features Victorian-style mansions that once housed prominent industry 
leaders of the 1830s. 

  
Womanõs Town Club 
The Buchwalter Mansion is home to the Womanõs Town Club, a local social 
organization that has occupied a prominent place in Springfield history for more 
than 80 years. The brick estate sits on a wooded midtown lot, complete with early 
twentieth-century gardens. Spacious rooms feature high ceilings and original 
fireplaces and mantels. Four elegant social rooms and a large tearoom offer 
charming spaces for meetings, parties, socializing and dining.  

 
 
 

http://www.thisoldhouse.com/toh/photos/0,,20466754_20913529,00.html


 

URBAN FORESTRY 
Municipal Sector 
 
Arbor Day in Springfield 
The City of Springfield holds an annual Arbor Day observance the last Friday of each April. The ceremony has 
been held at various schools in the past. The City uses this opportunity to educate local students on the importance 
of trees in a community. 
 
On April 30, 2010, City of Springfield Officials and Staff participated in a National Arbor Day event at Perrin 
Woods Elementary. A new red bud tree was planted in front of the elementary school as part of the event. School 
students participated in the planting of the tree, sang songs and read a poem commemorating Arbor Day. 
 

National Road Commons - Future Plans 
In the coming months, the downtown area of Springfield will become 
greener. The Springfield City planning Board has approved the rezoning of 
about an acre of green space for the future Center City park, the first 
location of the National Road Commons. Ground was broken on 
November 18, 2010 and construction has been underway since, with the 
project scheduled to be complete on July 4.  
 
The idea for the urban park grew from research from downtown architects 
and this new amenity will complement the other improvements of the city 
including the white-water rafting park and the new regional medical center. 

Once complete, the National Road Commons will link the city with a linear park system stretching from the 
Heritage Center at the southern edge of downtown Springfield to the edge of Buck Creek in northern downtown.    
 
City Forestry Department 
Springfield has a very active forestry department that deals with issues such as tree ordinances, replacement and 
trimming. The city hires trained arborists who take care of the cityõs many trees. This staff is required to meet 
certain criteria including holding insurance and complete a competency test.   
 
Master Gardeners volunteers take responsibility for the cityõs tree inventory.  These MGVs do tree surveys to keep 
up with the growth rate change of the population of city trees. 
 
City Ordinances 
Springfield has an entire chapter in the Codified Ordinances that establishes the protection of trees in the public 
Right of Way. Chapter 907, Trees, includes the regulations set by the city in terms of registration licenses, permits 
required, protection of trees, trimming trees near streetlights and dangerous trees and obstructions.  
 
Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan 
The cityõs forestry department is hard at work dealing with the Emerald Ash Borer. The Emerald Ash Borer is an 
exotic beetle that was mistakenly introduced into Ohio in 2003. The larvae feed on the inner bark of trees, 
disrupting the treeõs ability to transport water and nutrients. The loss of trees from this insect has been in the tens 
of millions throughout the Midwest.  
 
Ferncliff Cemetery 
Ferncliff Cemetery has a vast tree collection. The grounds have over 100 
various species of trees and acknowledge the trees with plaques. The 
cemetery offers a walking tour to guide visitors through the cemetery. While 

some of the trees eventually get too old and must be cut 



 

down, the grounds crew strives to plant the same species of tree in place of the old tree. Each year, around 10 to 15 
trees are planted.  
 
Memorial Tree Fund 
A memorial tree fund is available to those who wish to plant a tree in the right-of-way in honor or memory of 
someone or to add to the beautification of their neighborhood. The price is $110 per tree, and the trees must be 
planted on land owned by the City, generally in the green space along a street or in a boulevard or park. The City 
guarantees them for three years.  
 
Street Trees 
Street trees that are removed are replaced as funding allows. Ash trees have been given priority due to their 
displacement because of the Emerald Ash Borer.   
 
Tree City 
For the past 33 years, the City of Springfield has been a charter member of the Tree City USA Organization. To 
qualify for this, a city must meet four standards established by The Arbor Day Foundation and the National 
Association of State Foresters. The city maintains a tree board department, a tree care ordinance, a community 
forestry program and an Arbor Day observance or proclamation.  
 

Commercial Sector 
 
Save a Windshield, Plant a Tree Program 
As a new business to the area, HSG|CodeBlue is doing more than simply bringing jobs to the city of Springfield.  
The company has instituted the Save a Windshield, Plant a Tree program to òleverage industry-leading windshield 
repair capabilities to drive positive and long-lasting environmental impact.ó The ongoing project involves HSG 
planting one tree in Springfield locations for every Esurance auto glass insurance claim resulting in a windshield 
repair instead of a replacement. 
 
Esurance, the direct-to-consumer car insurance company working with HSG, recently planted 8,000 trees in 
Springfield, Ohio, through Save a Windshield, Plant a Tree. The Arbor Day tree planting helped the company to 
surpass the 100,000 mark for trees planted and reach a major milestone in its green initiatives. 

 
Private Properties/Citizens 
 
Wittenberg University 
Wittenberg University is lucky to have Mark Goheen on staff, as he is 
the only licensed arborist in Clark County. Goheen leads a staff of five 
others in the upkeep of the Universityõs 71 acres of trees, landscape and 
floral plantings. Their hard work and dedication paid off as the campus 
was recognized by the Princeton review as one of the most beautiful 
campuses in the nation.  
 
Part of their dedication is aimed to treating the trees affected by the 
Emerald Ash Borer, an insect that causes severe harm to the tree. 
Usually trees that are affected have to be cut down, but Goheen and his 
team strive to save the giant ash trees by injecting the ground with safe 
chemicals that help the tree to recover. They treat over 90 trees each 
year, including some owned by the city.  
 

 



 

Aside from the tress, you may notice the vibrant daffodils, tulips and crocuses as you stroll through campus. Every 
fall, the crew plants between 18,000 and 20,000 bulbs that then bloom in early spring. They maintain the flower 
displays using cow manure and leaf compost fertilizer, healthy and inexpensive alternatives to chemical treatments. 
 
Private Residents 
As mentioned previously, Springfield residents take exceptional pride in their curbside appeal and maintaining their 
own slice of Springfield with budding enthusiasm and passion.  Along with floral beds and tidiness chores, the 
residents mentioned here in the Community Profile as well as those listed in the Additional Information document 
take care of an array of gorgeous tree species.  These residentsõ take care of the trees on their property to contribute 
their energies to urban forestry and making Springfield worthy of being named a Tree City. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

LANDSCAPE 
Municipal Sector 
 
Buck Creek Whitewater Project 
In the fall of 2009, construction began on Buck Creek to create a recreation area for the community. The project 
included removing four low head damns from various spots on the creek to produce a safer environment for 
whitewater activities. While it improves the safety, the project also improves the natural water life habitat and 
enhances the natural feel of the urban core. 
 
Fountain Square Esplanade 
Renovated in the fall of 2008, the Fountain Square Esplanade features a 
flowing fountain, lush vegetation and serves as a downtown meeting place. 
Improvements included refurbishing benches, replacing trees, sodding the 
grounds and removing the tile around the fountain.  
 
Gateway Entrance 
This entrance to the city has been constructed as a joint effort with City of 
Springfield, South Limestone Neighborhood Group, the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and several 
businesses in the immediate area. Assurant Group, located on Leffel Lane, financially contributed to a large portion 
of the money needed for the improvements. The Ohio Department of Transportation also provided funding 
through a beautification grant to help purchase a considerable amount of the plant material. City forces performed 
all of the actual construction work with some assistance from the local ODOT maintenance personnel. 
 

Greenmount Cemetery 
Located on East High Street between Greenmount Avenue and Florence 
Street, this historic cemetery has played an important part in Springfieldõs 
past. While no longer active, the City of Springfield Public Works and 
Forestry Divisions have been responsible for maintenance since 1990. The 
cemetery is slowly being transformed into a respectable green space with a 
park-like setting. The grass is mowed on a regular basis and overgrown 
brush and honeysuckle are removed. Nearly 100 trees of various species 
have been planted since the early 1990s. Two bus shelters, located along 
High Street, have been reconditioned and concrete benches have been 

added to each. In the mid-90s, the Forestry Division partnered with the Daughters of the American Revolution to 
have a permanent flag pole, wrought iron fence and boxwood shrubs constructed on the High Street side of the 
cemetery. The ultimate goal is to someday have the cemetery serve as a small arboretum for the community and 
continue to be a green space that all can enjoy. 
 
Gateway Garden 
Constructed by City forces with landscape assistance from Scarff's Nursery in New Carlisle and the Master 
Gardeners, this garden features various species of trees and flowers. The Springfield Foundation was instrumental 
in helping fund the purchases of plant material and the installation of an irrigation system for the planting beds. 
They also purchased the stone monument, located at the garden, explaining how the garden came to be. Located on 
South Limestone Street at Pleasant Street, this garden features three Blue Spruce Trees, Taxus Shrubs, Forsythia 
bushes, various types of Daylily perennials, 13 crab-apple trees, boxwood shrubs, Viburnum, Sedum perennials, 
eight Ash trees, hydrangea bushes and ornamental grasses.  
 
 
 

 



 

Rocking Horse Center 
Rocking Horse Center opened its doors in 1999 with the goal of providing healthcare to children in the Springfield 
community regardless of their insurance status or ability to pay for medical services. Over the years the center has 
grown to encompass all ages. In March of 2009, the center was awarded full status as a Federally Qualified Health 
Center. Now with four locations, the centers not only take pride in their patients, but also pride in their curb appeal. 
They welcome their patients with beautiful flowers and extensive landscaping.  
 

 
Snyder Park 
The 212 acres of this park include an 18-hole golf course, 6 tennis courts, 
many picnic areas with shelter houses, baseball diamonds, horseshoe pits, 
wooded preserves and fishing areas. The grounds are managed by the 
National Trails Parks and Recreation. The flowers that are planted are grown 
in their greenhouse shared with the Master Gardeners.  

 
Veteranõs Park 
Veteranõs Park, seated at the edge of Wittenberg Universityõs campus, includes 17 acres of recreational facilities. The 
outdoor theatre is home of the Springfield Summer Arts Festival. In 2010, renovations were made including the 
addition of new restrooms, a concession stand and a new plaza. Their hope with this project is to draw more 
performances and use of the park.  

 
Commercial Sector 
 
Kuss Auditorium 
Built in 1993, this award-winning performing arts center is situated on 5.5 acres in downtown Springfield. The 
outside premises of the facility are just as impressive as the theatre inside, with neatly designed flowerbeds and tree 
lines, welcoming patrons at the multiple entrances. 
 
Garrigans 
Garrigans.com is a third generation family owned company now owned and 
operated by Joe and Julie Garrigan.  The business was started in 1939 by Joeõs 
grandfather, Albert òAló Garrigan.  They service the greater Springfield and 
Dayton regions on a daily basis and ship using UPS throughout the country. 
Garrigans.com was the only business displaced by the construction of the 
Springfield Regional Medical Center to choose to relocate within the core Center 
City zone in 2009. The Garriganõs, as members of Center City Association, fully 
support the notion of LIVE-WORK-PLAY downtown in downtown Springfield. 
 
Half of the parking lot was converted to grass lined with Autumn Blaze red maple trees and a taxus 
hedge.  Serviceberries were chosen for parking lot islands in hope of attracting robins and cedar waxwings.  A 
variety of annuals and perennials are planted to attract butterflies and hummingbirds.  Monarch butterflies fed on 
the buddleia the day they went into the ground!  The spring bloom was a lovely mix of 350 crocus, hyacinths and 
tulips.  
 
The Garrigans believe urban greenspaces play a key role in improving the livability of our towns and cities.  These 
plantings reduce rainwater runoff, reduce heat and absorb pollutants.  They create a sense of place and pride. 
 
McDonaldõs - Upper Valley Pike, South Limestone  
This popular chain restaurant has set itself apart in Springfield, making an effort to take care of their landscaping 

surrounding the premises of both locations within the city limits. They have created various rock 



 

and flower gardens that sit in front of lines of shrubs, enclosing the building 
from the parking lot. The use of creative lines and various species of plants 
and flowers have made this an atypical fast food eatery. 
 
Ohio Masonic Home 
Built in 1892, this landmark served as the first Ohio Masonic Home as a 
place for distressed Ohio Master Masons, their wives, widows and orphans. 
Sitting atop a hill on the east side of Springfield, this house is surrounded with green lawns, various trees and neatly 
landscaped flower beds.  
 
Littleton & Rue Funeral Home and Crematory 
Situated on over three acres, the Littleton and Rue Funeral Home and Crematory take pride in their heritage, 
landscaping and flowerbeds. The property is surrounded with Oak, Maple and Evergreen trees. The owners take 
pride in the presentation of their land and in the greater community. 

 
Private Properties/Citizens 
 
Private Residences 
There are numerous Springfield residents who take pride in their landscaping in various parts of the city. Local 
residents like Cindy Schneider, Charles Swaney, Harvey Bank, Basil Fett, and Ben Babian have taken extraordinary 
measures to beautify their private homes.  An overview of these homes can be found back in the Tidiness section of 
this Community Profile.  Some of these private homes will be showcased along the tour stops of Springfield, many 
of which feature award-winning gardens.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FLORAL DISPLAYS 
Municipal Sector 

 
Adopt-A-Bed 
From February through September of each year, groups and organizations adopt 
flowerbed locations throughout the city. A contest takes place during the program 
when the flowerbeds are judged based on a variety of factors. In September, 
awards are presented to winning groups. This competition makes landscaping 
efforts more fun for local residents.  

 

 
Ferncliff Cemetery 
Although many trees are planted in the cemetery, the maintenance crews focus on 
planting various flowers at the multiple entrances to the park. They plant and 
maintain ferns along the cliffs as well as annual bulbs. They use fertilizer and spray 
for weeds to maintain the beauty of the flowerbeds.  
 
Fountain Avenue 
The flowerbeds on North Fountain Avenue are planted and maintained by funding 
provided by a local private citizen, including weeding and deadheading. For the last 
few years, the beds have been planted by Bonnie from Bonnieõs Nursery on the 
southern end of Springfield. Once the flowers are planted, the City of Springfield 
provides continued maintenance on these plots throughout the summer.  
 
Gateway Learning Gardens 
Clark County MGVs are involved in a variety of mini-projects within the biggest project, the Gateway Learning 
Garden.  This 5-acre display garden is used by MGVs to teach others about good gardening practices.  This garden 
is open to the public during daylight hours and is located at 4400 Gateway Blvd., Springfield, behind the Clark 
County Agricultural Agencies building.  This year, the Gardens serve as the reception area for the Springfield in Full 
Bloom tour and will implement a zero-waste plan for the event.  
 
This amazing garden project started in 1996 and has grown to include a variety of individual gardens.  In the 5 
different perennial beds, new plants are highlighted and tested for vigor, hardiness, and overall looks.  The field 
trials contain more than 200 varieties of annuals; volunteers plant and maintain these flowers with minimal input.  
Plant performance is evaluated and results used in various programs as well as by breeders and seed companies.  In 
the herb garden, there is a potager (kitchen), fragrant, bee, sensory, hummingbird and butterfly gardens.  The garden 
also boasts 1 of 11 OSU Turf Research Plots.  In the phenology garden, plants are studied to determine 
approximate insect emergence.  In the early Ohio settler garden there are plants from seeds dating back to the 
1600's. In 2009, a 10,000 square foot vegetable garden was added for teaching purposes about vegetables and 
production. 
 
Periodically, MGVs have classes and other activities in the garden.  The most popular event is held on the first 
Saturday in August, the Gateway Garden Jubilee.  This is the event that MGVs use to give back to the community - 
it's free!  There is food, music, garden demonstrations and numerous vendors on hand.  MGVs are out in full force 
to answer any questions.  The gardens are at their prime and nary a weed is present.  This is, of course, the only time 
that there aren't weeds in the garden!  The Gateway Garden Jubilee is always the first Saturday in August from 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Check out the website for any scheduled events:  http://clark.osu.edu/horticulture .  Groups are 
invited to schedule an organized tour of the garden.   

http://clark.osu.edu/horticulture


 

 
Hanging Baskets 
The hanging baskets located downtown are designed and planted by the Master Gardeners in conjunction with 
National Trails and Parks Recreational District. Once planted, the City Service Department hangs and maintains 
them throughout each growing season. The downtown Center City Association makes a monetary donation to 
cover the labor costs of maintaining the baskets. The donation is made possible by downtown businesses, which 
sponsor the baskets at $100 per basket for a small recognition sign. 
 
Master Gardeners 
The Ohio State University Extension Master Gardener Volunteer (MGV) program is offered in many counties 
across the state and Clark County has one of the strongest, most active, award-winning programs.   
 
Participants train through the local Ohio State University Extension office by completing 50 hours of basic 
horticulture education.  After training, participants are required to give 50 hours of service to OSUE through a 
variety of projects or activities.  Upon completion of the training and service, volunteers become certified MGVs 
and are encouraged to remain active in the program.  They continue their learning and give additional volunteer 
hours each year.   
 
Clark County MGVs are involved in many projects that give back to the community including the Gateway 
Learning Gardens listed above.  There is a Horticulture HelpLine where gardeners can call with gardening 
questions.  MGVs are also involved in the Way to Grow Community Garden program, creating rain gardens to help 
Springfield with storm water management issues, planting and maintaining the Utzinger Memorial Garden at the 
Molly Caren Farm in London for the Farm Science Review in September, and much more.   
 
Plant Phenology Research Project 
In 1998, Clark County MGVs created a Phenology Garden Research Plot at the Gateway Learning Gardens as well 
as at Snowhill Elementary School, two of 20 throughout Ohio.  Plant phenology is the study of recurring biological 
phenomena and their relationship to weather.  Because the development of both plants and insects is temperature 
dependent, plants can accurately track the environmental factors that determine when insects are active.  
 
For this reason, plant phenology can be used to predict insect emergence.  Indeed, the use of plant phenology to 
predict insect activity is an old practice, with recorded observations dating back at least 300 years.  In fact, research 
at The Ohio State University has shown that plants bloom and insects emerge in virtually the same order every year, 
no matter what kind of weather occurred that winter or spring. The trees and shrubs planted in the OSU Phenology 
Garden network sites are monitored for the first and full bloom, which will assist with identifying insect activity.  
 
Wittenberg University 
In the spring and summer, Wittenbergõs campus is covered with tulips, daffodils and crocuses. In order to make this 
happen, the maintenance crew led by Mark Goheen, plants anywhere between 18,000 and 20,000 bulbs in the fall. 
They then maintain the space using cow manure and leaf compost fertilizer and as hand water the various beds.  

 
Commercial Sector 

Hollandia Botanical Gardens 
Started in 1915 as a nursery and greenhouse center, the Hollandia Botanical 
Gardens serve as a center for enjoyment, education, conservation and as a 
living exhibit of community pride. The gardens display various plants in 
creatively designed settings as they strive to connect the community to its rich 
heritage in agriculture and horticulture.   
 



 

Every spring in April, Hollandia Botanical Gardens hosts the annual Bulb Festival.  It is a chance for residents to 
preview Springfieldõs future public garden and contains an array of beds planted with colorful bulb flowers. This 
two-day event features educational games and flower planting for children, a sales tent, food from the local 
community, professional flower displays and a car show set up by Shawnee Auto Club. 
 
Currently, NBBJ is revising provisional phase one construction of the garden.  In this first phase of reconstruction, 
the garden will be redesigned to include a childrenõs area and a memorial garden for fallen deputy Suzanne Hopper.  
Construction is scheduled to begin in June of 2012, with provisional phase one completed in April 2013.  The Bulb 
Festival that year will serve as the debut for the new features. 
 
Quest Adult Education Center 
This is the horticulture sensory herb garden at Quest. It is a center for the 
underserved population of developmentally disabled adults who need 
training and education to help them prepare and be productive members of 
the community. They have other flower boxes that they use for education 
and engagement programs. The students, who range in age from 16-55, 
grow everything from seed. They have a Spring plant sale fundraiser, and 
they are currently fostering 80 trees for the Dayton MetroParks Cox 
Arboretum Adopt-a-tree program. 
 
 

Private Properties/Citizens 
 
Private Residences 
There are various private homes with spectacular floral arrangements that will be along the tour stop of Springfield 
featuring award-winning gardens. Many of these homes and more are listed in the Tidiness section of this 
Community Profile.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TURF AND GROUNDCOVER  

Municipal Sector 

Let Grass Grow 
Let Grass Grow is a city ordinance that allows residents to grow their grass and yard cover at longer lengths before 
a citation is processed. This ordinance allows residents to cut their grass less often. It is environmentally friendly 
and can be healthier for the grass in the long-run. 
 
The National Trail Parks and Recreation Facilities  
The National Trail Parks and Recreation organization oversees many of the public parks and recreational facilities in 
Springfield. They take pride in their efforts to maintain the turf of these facilities. This year, they used weed control 
and fertilizer on the baseball diamonds and soccer fields to maintain the quality of them. The crew mows the fields 
twice a week to provide the best surface for recreational purposes. In addition, the municipal stadium has a water 
irrigation system in place. 
 

Commercial Sector 

Springfield Country Club 

The Springfield County Club maintains 170 acres of land, including an 18-
hole golf course. In 2005, a new irrigation system was put into place, featuring 
a single-head control. This system allows the grounds crew to water only 
where needed, as opposed to larger areas, resulting in a 30 percent reduction 
compared to the old system. When fertilizing, they use a òspoon feedingó 
approach, only using what the plants need to survive. This action prevents 
run-off and leaching. They apply chemicals and pesticides in a curative 
manner instead of a preventative, limiting the use by as much as 50 percent 
over a yearõs time. Growth regulators are used to slow turf growth, 
minimizing mowing needs, chemical and fertility requirements.  

Private Properties/Citizens 

Wittenberg University 
As stated previously, Wittenberg prides itself with its beautiful landscape and maintenance of their grounds. When it 
comes to their turf and groundcover, they use organic fertilizers such as cow manure and compost. To maintain the 
multiple athletic fields, they use a tractor to aerate the soil. This practice is cost-effective, environmentally friendly 
and allows air and water to move through the soil more efficiently.  
 
Private properties 
It  is evident from walking around Springfield that many residents make a point of maintaining their lawns and turf.  
Members of the community will regularly water and treat their lawns and mow their grass.  Upkeeping wildflowers, 
trimming shrubs/bushes and preventing pest damage also prove to be important goals of home owners in 
Springfield.  Their efforts and specific work can be seen on the tour, in the Tidiness section in this Community 
Profile and in the Additional Information document. 

 
 

 



 

BEST IDEA:  

Bushnell Building LEED Certification  
 

Constructed in 1903 and listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the 
Bushnell Building was originally built in Richardsonian Romanesque style to 
house offices for downtown businesses. The building is named after former 
Ohio governor and Springfield-native, Asa Bushnell, who was one of the many 
industrialists that populated Springfield in the second half of the 19th century. 
Harry L. Toulmin, Sr., patent attorney for the Wright Brothers, used the 
Bushnell Building as his primary office. In 1904, Toulmin wrote the patent to 
cover the invention of the airplane within the very building that still graces East 
Main Street. The building is currently undergoing a $10 million renovation to 
infuse the historical downtown landmark with environmentally efficient 
features.  

A landmark of downtown, the renovations to the Bushnell Building will create 
75,000 square feet of Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
certified Smart Office space. This international recognition and certification is 
awarded by the U.S. Green Building Council. The work is being funded by a 
grant from the Ohio Department of Development and a matching private 
investment from building owner Jim Lagos.  

 
The grant requires the space to comply with standards for environmentally sustainable 
construction as outlined by the U.S. Green Building Council. Currently, the Bushnell 
Building is under review for Platinum LEED certification, the highest LEED 
certification possible. This certification comes from evaluation in such areas as water 
efficiency, energy and atmosphere, and indoor environmental quality. By being both 
Platinum LEED-certified and listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the 
building would be set apart both in Ohio and around the nation as one of a select few 
sites that combines environmental awareness with historic integrity.  
 

The Bushnell Building will feature eco-friendly elements such as soy-based insulation and expansive natural lighting 
fixtures.  The office space is occupied by the auto glass claims and water mitigation company HSG/CodeBlue on 
the fourth floor, with opportunity for expansion on the third and fifth floors. Along with occupying an 
environmentally-friendly work space, HSG/CodeBlue planted 8,000 trees in Springfield beginning on Arbor Day as 
a part of the Save a Windshield, Plant a Tree program. The developments surrounding environmentally-conscious 
HSG/CodeBlue and the historical eco-renovated Bushnell Building are a perfect match for blending heritage with 
environmental initiatives.  

 

 

 

 



 

Tour Map: Day 1 

 
A. Clark County Heritage Center 

B. National Road Commons 

C. Bushnell Building 

D. City Plaza 

E. 4-H Park 

F. Post Office 

G. Springfield News-Sun 

H. Covenant Presbyterian Church 

I. Regional Cancer Center 

J. New Hospital 

K. Garriganõs Office Supplies 

L. Interfaith Hospitality Network 

M. Pennsylvania House 

N. Clark County Waste Management District 

O. Snyder Park 

P. Gammon House 

Q. Fett Residence 

R. Police Station 

S. Historic Wittenberg Home 

T. Perrin Woods Rain Garden 

U. Noel Dr. Neighborhood 

V. Searõs House 

W. Hartman Rock Garden 

X. Pan African/Lincoln School Gardens 

Y. Wittenberg University 

Z. Gateway Learning Gardens (Right of map) 

 

 

 



Tour Map: Day 2 

 

A. Hollandia Botanical Gardens 

B. New Lagonda Park 

C. Littleton & Rue Funeral Home 

D. Oakwood Village 

E. Water Treatment Facility, Soccer Complex 

F. Windy Knoll Golf Course 

G. Springfield Country Club 

H. Veterans Park 

I. Ferncliff Cemetery 

J. Snowhill School Phenology Garden 

K. Buckeye Sports Lounge 

 

 

 

 


